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Creator: Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian
Extent: .5 Linear Feet
Abstract: AR008 contains materials from the handful of lawsuits and legal matters the museum has dealt with during its existence.
Language: The materials are in English.
Acquisition Information: The materials were created by the museum and as such were acquired at the time of their creation. It is possible that this collection will gain additional documents in the future.
Access Restrictions: The collection is open for research use.
Copyright: Copyright owned by the Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian.
Cite as: Item Title, AR008 Lawsuits and Legal Matters, Series #, Box #, Folder #, Wheelwright Museum Archives

History: The Wheelwright Museum was founded in friendship and common purpose between its founding patron, Mary Cabot Wheelwright (1878-1958) and the esteemed Diné (Navajo) ceremonial practitioner and weaver, Hastiin Klah (1867-1937). The Museum was initially named the Navajo House of Prayer and then the House of Navajo Religion, but in 1939 it was renamed the Museum of Navajo Ceremonial Art. Wheelwright served as the Museum Director until her death in 1958, and during her tenure the Museum was dedicated primarily to research rather than public engagement. In the 1970s, the Museum reassessed its practices of holding and focusing on ceremonial items. In 1977, the Museum repatriated ceremonial belongings in keeping with appropriate protocols. It was one of the first museums in North America to voluntarily repatriate sensitive materials. From this point the Museum became known as the Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian. At this point, the Museum shifted emphasis to contemporary Diné and other Native North American arts. A program of constantly changing exhibitions came to occupy the Klah gallery, what was the original building, and the Museum holds a unique role in Santa Fe in promoting the work of emerging and established Native artists in solo shows.
Scope and Content: AR008 contains paperwork concerning any lawsuits or legal matters the museum has dealt with throughout its existence. Such legal matters include burglary, dealing with estates, and civil suits.

Subjects:
· Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian
Related Materials:
· AR003 Board of Trustees
· AR006 Director’s Correspondence
Folder #		Title
Box 1: Files 1973-1980 and 1973 Burglary, Estates 1973, Suits, Later Thefts
001                      	Burglary: Correspondence
002                      	Burglary: Items Stolen, Appraisal
003                      	Textile Negatives (Items Stolen 1973 Aug)
004                      	Objects Stolen from Wheelwright
005                      	Burglary: Correspondence Between Lawyers
006                      	Burglary: Proceedings, Tremper
007                      	Burglary: Proceedings #2, Tremper
008                      	Burglary: Proceedings #3, Tremper
009                      	Burglary: Proceedings #4, Tremper
010                      	Burglary: Proceedings #5, Tremper
011                      	Burglary: Proceedings #6, Tremper
012                      	Burglary: Fireman's Fund Correspondence
013                      	Burglary: Susan McGreevy Correspondence
014                      	Burglary: Packard, Marie
015                      	Estate of Bernice Eastman Johnson
016                      	Estate of Fowler McCormick
017                      	Estate of Mardell NAylor
018                      	M.C. Wheelwright Materials in Newcombs' Possession
019                      	Agreement Regarding Film of Frank Mitchell's Blessing Chant
020                      	Lawsuit: LaChapelle, Gregory; Files re Walleto Collection
021                      	Gregory LaChapelle vs. Wheelwright Museum
022                      	Gregory LaChapelle vs. Wheelwright Museum Folder 2
023                      	Navajo Folk Sculptures by Alfred Walleto Exhibit
024                      	Theft of Loloma Bracelet from Exhibit "Jewelry of the Southwest"
025                      	Stolen Items
