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Creator: Dr. Harry Hoijer
Extent: 1 Linear Feet
Abstract: The Dr. Harry Hoijer Collection contains transcripts of Navajo ceremonial chants and songs. Hoijer transcribed them himself as Hastiin Klah, a ceremonial practitioner and later co-founder of the Wheelwright Museum, recited and sang them.
Language: The collection is primarily in English
Acquisition Information: Information about acquisition is currently unknown.
Access Restrictions: The collection is restricted due to its contents containing information about Navajo ceremonies. Permission for access can be gained from Navajo Nation Heritage and Historic Preservation Department (HHPD). Please contact collections@wheelwright.org with enquiries about access.
Copyright: Copyright owned by the Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian.
Cite as: Item Title, MS003 Dr. Harry Hoijer Chant Collection, Series #, Box #, Folder #, Wheelwright Museum Archives

History: Dr. Harry Hoijer was born on September 9, 1904, in Chicago, Illinois. Hoijer studied at the University of Chicago where he earned an MA and PhD in Anthropology. During his time at the University of Chicago he studied under Edward Sapir, an important figure in the Wheelwright Museum’s collection of Navajo ceremonial chant recordings. Through his work with Sapir, Hoijer gained an interest in linguistics, particularly Athabaskan, a branch of the Ne-Dene language family of which Navajo is a member. In his work he also documented the, now extinct, language of the Tonkawa, a Native American tribe located in Oklahoma and Texas. Hoijer died on March 4, 1976, in Santa Monica, California.
Scope and Content: The Dr. Harry Hoijer Collection contains Hoijer’s transcripts of Navajo ceremonial chants and songs recited by Hastiin Klah. The collection contains the Emergence Myth in full, with Navajo transcriptions and English translations. In addition, the collection contains Navajo transcriptions with English translations of the Songs of the Night Chant and the Creation Myth.
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Related Materials:
MS001 Mary Cabot Wheelwright Papers
MS002 Father Berard Haile Chant Collection
Folder #		Title
Box 1: Navajo Songs Part I-III
001                      	Navajo Songs: The Emergence Story Part I - 1/2
002                      	Navajo Songs: The Emergence Story Part I - 2/2
003                      	Navajo Songs: The Emergence Story Part II - 1/2
004                      	Navajo Songs: The Emergence Story Part II - 2/2
005                      	Navajo Songs: The Emergence Story Part III - 1/2
006                      	Navajo Songs: The Emergence Story Part III - 2/2
Box 2: Navajo Songs Part IV and Songs from the Creation Myth
001                      	Navajo Songs Part IV - 1/4
002                      	Navajo Songs Part IV - 2/4
003                      	Navajo Songs Part IV - 3/4
004                      	Navajo Songs Part IV - 4/4
005                      	Songs From the Creation Myth
