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Abstract: The Washington Matthews Papers is a collection of the work of Washington Matthews, a United States Army surgeon turned ethnographer and linguist. The collection contains correspondence, notes and notebooks, manuscripts, publications, photographs and illustrations, and notecards from Matthews’s ethnographic work with numerous different American Indian tribes.
Language: The materials are in English
Acquisition Information: The collection was acquired by Mary Cabot Wheelwright from the Museum of Anthropology at UC Berkeley.
Access Restrictions: Portions of the collection are restricted due to its contents containing information about Navajo ceremonies. Permission for access can be gained from Navajo Nation Heritage and Historic Preservation Department (HHPD). Please contact collections@wheelwright.org with enquiries about access.
Copyright: Copyright owned by the Wheelwright Museum of the American Indian.
Cite as: Item Title, MS005 Washington Matthews Papers, Series #, Box #, Folder #, Wheelwright Museum Archives

History: Washington Matthews was born on June 17, 1843 in Kiliney, Ireland. His father moved him and his brother to the US, the family lived in Wisconsin and Iowa during Matthews upbringing. He attended and graduated from the University of Iowa with a degree in medicine. He volunteered for the Union Army after graduation and was stationed as an army surgeon at Rock Island Barracks in Illinois. After the war he was station at numerous forts in Dakota territory where he gained his interest in Native American people. He did a large amount of work with the Hidatsa people. He wrote works on Hidatsa-Mandan culture and about the grammar and vocabulary of their language. He also wrote less extensively on the Mandan and Arikara. He was then stationed in California for a time before he was stationed at Fort Wingate near Gallup, NM. While there he did some of his most recognized work on the Navajo and their culture. Durin this time Matthews published several books on Navajo ceremonial practices including The Mountain Chant: A Navajo Ceremony (1887), Navaho Legends (1897), Navaho Myths, Prayers, and Songs (1907). Matthews’s research and writing was described as having “unprecedented objectivity” and did a lot of work in overturning long held beliefs that the Navajo had “no traditions, no poetry, and that their songs “were but a succession of grunts.”” Matthews later served as president and member of numerous academic societies, including the American Folklore Society, American Anthropological Association, the National Geographic Society, and the American Association for the Advancement of Science. Matthews died in Washington D.C. on March 2, 1905. He is buried in Arlington National Cemetery.
Scope and Content: The Washington Matthews Papers contain 32 document boxes broken down into 9 series. The series are Correspondence, Notes, Notebooks, Bibliographical References, Manuscripts, Publications, Photographs and Illustrations, Notecards, and Microfilm.
The Correspondence series contains Matthews’s correspondence after his retirement from the army. The letters span from 1895-1905 and are organized alphabetically with correspondents with a larger number of letters getting individual folders and others being combined into letter designated folders.
The Notes series contains loose notes not contained in a notebook. The notes are primarily about Navajo culture including linguistics, medicine, music, and myths. The notes are undated.
The Notebooks series contains 24 of the notebooks Matthews kept throughout his research. The notebooks are numbered, with the highest being 761, implying that this is a very small collection of the hundreds he kept during his career.
The Bibliographical References contains the articles and papers Matthews deemed important to keep for reference. The series is organized alphabetically by subject.
The Manuscripts series contains copies of manuscripts written by Matthews. The manuscripts cover a variety of subjects, most pertaining to Navajo culture in some manner. The series is organized alphabetically by subject.
The Publications series contains the works by Matthews that are not manuscripts. The formats include book reviews, articles, and books. The series is ordered alphabetically, whether by subject or title.
The Photographs and Illustrations contains photographs and illustrations taken or drawn by Matthews during his time in New Mexico studying Navajo culture. The series is organized alphabetically by subject.
The Notecards series contains reference cards handwritten by Matthews on subjects he felt needed to quickly reference. The series is organized alphabetically by subject.
The microfilm series contains copies of the microfilm created preserving the Washington Matthews Papers. The series contains multiple copies, both archival and for active use.
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Related Materials:
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Folder #		Title
Series 1: Correspondence
Box 1: Correspondence
001                      	Finding Guide
002                      	Documents Relating to the Acquisition of the Matthews Collection by Mary Wheelwright
003                      	Army
004                      	Ayme to Holmes
005                      	Ba to Bo
006                      	Bompas to Powell
006.5                    	Bp to Br
007                      	Burrows Brothers Company
008                      	C
009                      	Cushing, Frank? - Initials Only - Myths: Zuni and Others
010                      	F
011                      	Fletcher, Alice
012                      	Filmore, J.C.
013                      	Fillmore, J.C.
014                      	G
015                      	Goddard, P.E. - April 1, 1903-January 8, 1904
016                      	Goddard, P.E. - January 16, 1904-March 14, 1906
017                      	H
018                      	Hodge, F.W.
019                      	Hodge, F.W.
020                      	Hodge, F.W.
021                      	Holmes, W.H.
022                      	Holmes, W.H.
023                      	J
024                      	K
025                      	Keam, Thomas
026                      	L
027                      	Leonard, Edith - From and About
028                      	Lummis, C.
029                      	M
030                      	Matthews, Alphons
031                      	Matthews, Washington - Drafts
032                      	McCormack - To
033                      	Moony, James
034                      	Newell, W.W.
035                      	Out West Magazine
036                      	P
037                      	Powell, J.W.
038                      	R
039                      	S
040                      	Stephen, A.M.
041                      	T
042                      	University of California - December 1902-February 1904
043                      	W
044                      	Watson
045                      	Willoughby, C.C.
046                      	Wood, Sidney B.
Series 2: Notes
Box 1: Notes
001                      	Acoma
002                      	Botany: Plant Names and Uses
003                      	Ceremonies and Dances: Navajo
004                      	Customs: Navajo
005                      	Linguistics: Mandan Words and Phrases
006                      	Linguistics: Navajo Clan Names
007                      	Linguistics: Navajo Dance Names
008                      	Linguistics: Navajo Names
009                      	Linguistics: Navajo Place Names
010                      	Linguistics: Navajo Words and Phrases
011                      	Linguistics: Navajo Words and Phrases
012                      	Linguistics: Words and Phrases - Non-Navajo - "Ree"
013                      	Linguistics: Words and Phrases - Non-Navajo
014                      	Linguistics: Zuni Plant Names
015                      	Medicine: Conditions and Treatments
016                      	Miscellaneous
017                      	Music: Names for Wax Cylinders
018                      	Myths: Navajo
019                      	Myths: Navajo Gods
020                      	Myths: Pawnee
021                      	Songs and Prayers Folder 1
022                      	Songs and Prayers Folder 2
023                      	Utes
024                      	Zuni
Series 3: Notebooks
Box 1: Notebooks Box 1
001                      	Notebooks 48 and 201
002                      	Notebook 214
003                      	Notebook 467
004                      	Notebook 469
005                      	Notebook 586
006                      	Notebook 587
007                      	Notebooks 213 and 589
008                      	Notebook 612
009                      	Notebook 619
010                      	Notebook 660
011                      	Notebook 662
012                      	Notebook 663
Box 2: Notebooks Box 2
001                      	Notebook 225
002                      	Notebook 659
Box 3: Notebooks Box 3
001
002                      	Notebook 468
003                      	Notebook 474
004                      	Notebook 538
005                      	Notebook 631
006                      	Notebook 632
Box 4: Notebooks Box 4
001                      	Notebook 588
002                      	Notebook 707
Box 5: Notebooks Box 5
001                      	Notebook 674
Box 6: Notebooks Box 6
001                      	Notebook 675
002                      	Notebook 761
Series 4: Bibliographical References
Box 1: Bibliographical References
001                      	Botany
002                      	Expeditions: Doniphan's
003                      	Expeditions: Long
004                      	Expeditions: Castaneda's
005                      	Expeditions
006                      	Mandan and Ancharee [Arikara]
007                      	Medicine
008                      	Mexican Antiquities
009                      	Miscellaneous
010                      	Navajo
011                      	Northwest History
012                      	Personal Narratives
013                      	Physical Anthropology
014                      	Religion
Series 5: Manuscripts
Box 1: B – Nat
001                      	Botany: Plant Dyes
002                      	Botany: Navajo Names for Plants
003                      	Ceremonies
004                      	Ceremonies: "A Navaho Initiation"
005                      	Ceremonies: "A Night with the Navajo"
006                      	Ceremonies: Ceremonial Items
007                      	Ceremonies: Dry Paintings
008                      	Ceremonies: "Night Chant / Last Night / Naakai and End"
009                      	Ceremonies: "To'n astai hejo Hatal"
010                      	Clans
011                      	Customs: "Ethics"
012                      	Customs: "Navajo Mortuary Customs"
013                      	Dances
014                      	Dances: "Yebetcai Dance"
015                      	Earth Lodges
016                      	"Family"
018                      	Gods: Navajo
019                      	Gods: "Notes on the Yehbechai" - Navajo
020                      	Gods: "The Gods of the Navajo"
021                      	Hunting: "A Goose Hunt with Two Hearts"
022                      	Locomotives
023                      	"Magic"
024                      	"Medicine"
025                      	Cushing Memorial Address
026                      	Mourning
027                      	Music
028                      	Music: Sheet Music
029                      	Music: Sheet Music - "Antelope Song"
030                      	Music: Sheet Music - "Bear Song"
031                      	"Natural Naturalists"
Box 2: Nav – S
001                      	Navajo Culture and Society
002                      	North Dakota Tribes
003                      	Poetry: "A Contrast"
004                      	Poetry: "Sturnella's Song"
005                      	Sacajawea, "Tsakakawea"
006                      	Stories and Myths
007                      	Stories and Myths: "A Legend of Kiniackai..."
008                      	Stories and Myths: "Episode of Making the Stars"
009                      	Stories and Myths: "Rite Myths"
010                      	Stories and Myths: "Story of So by Hatali Nez"
011                      	Stories and Myths: "Story of the Natural Bridge"
012                      	Stories and Myths: "The Treatment of Ailing Gods"
013                      	Stories and Myths: "Variation of G. Nez"
014                      	Symbolism
015                      	Symbolism: "Color Symbolism"
Series 6: Publications
Box 1: Small Publications
001                      	Archaeology: "The Cities of the Dead"
002                      	Basketry: "The Basket Drum"
003                      	Book Review: "Contributions to North American Ethnology"
004                      	Book Review: "Outline of Zuni Creation Myth" by Frank Hamilton Cushing
005                      	Book Review: "The Ghost-Dance Religion" by James Mooney
006                      	Ceremonies: "A Vigil of the Gods - A Navaho Ceremony"
008                      	Ceremonies:"Navaho Night Chant"
009                      	Ceremonies: "Some Illustrations of the Connection Between Myth and Ceremony"
010                      	Ceremonies: "The Study of Ceremony"
011                      	Ceremonies: "The Suppressed Part of 'Mountain Chant: A Navajo Ceremony'"
012                      	Ceremonies: "The Treatment of Ailing Gods"
013                      	Earth Lodges: "The Earth Lodge in Art"
014                      	Ethics: "The Study of Ethics Among the Lower Races"
015                      	Language: Hidatsa
016                      	Mandan Leaders: "Two Mandan Chiefs"
017                      	Mining: "Seeking the Lost Adam"
018                      	Music: "Songs of the Navajos"
019                      	Paintings: "The Caitlin Collection of Indian Paintings"
020                      	Physical Anthropology: "Use of Rubber Bags in Gauging Cranial Capacity"
021                      	Poetry: "Strunella's Song"
022                      	Poetry: "Three Short Words"
023                      	Songs and Prayers: "Navajo Gambling Songs"
024                      	Songs and Prayers: "Songs of Sequence of the Navajos"
025                      	Songs and Prayers: "The Prayer of a Navajo Shaman"
026                      	Stories and Myths: "A Part of the Navajo's Mythology"
027                      	Stories and Myths: "Legend of the Snake Order of the Moquis, As Told by Outsiders"
028                      	Stories and Myths: "Myths of Gestation and Parturition"
029                      	Stories and Myths: "Noqoilpi, the Gambler: A Navajo Myth"
030                      	Symbolism: "A Study in Butts and Tips"
031                      	Taboos: "Ichthyophobia"
032                      	Weaving: "A Two-Faced Navaho Blanket"
033                      	Weaving: "Navajo Weavers"
Box 2: The Night Chant, a Navaho Ceremony
001                      	The Night Chant, a Navaho (Navajo) Ceremony
Box 3: The Night Chant, a Navaho Ceremony Duplicate
001                      	The Night Chant, a Navaho (Navajo) Ceremony
Box 4: The Night Chant, a Navaho Ceremony Duplicate 2
001                      	The Night Chant, a Navaho (Navajo) Ceremony
Box 5: Navajo Legends
001                      	Navaho (Navajo) Legends
Series 7: Photographs and Illustrations
Box 1: A – M
001                      	Archaeology: Sketches
002                      	Canyon de Chelly
003                      	Ceremonial Items: Navajo - Sketches
004                      	Ceremonial Items: Navajo Baskets
005                      	Ceremonial Items: Navajo
006                      	Copy Prints and Negatives: Sketches and Text
007                      	Copy Prints and Negatives: Sketches and Text
008                      	Copy Prints and Negatives: Text for Book
009                      	Dry Paintings
010                      	Dry Paintings: Navajo - Cyanotype
011                      	Dry Paintings: Paintings
012                      	Earth Lodges: Arickaree - Photos and Engravings
013                      	Earth Lodges: Kansas Indians
014                      	Earth Lodges: Mandan
015                      	Earth Lodges: Omaha
016                      	Earth Lodges: Pawnee - Cyanotypes
017                      	Earth Lodges: Unidentified
018                      	Fire
019                      	Fort Berthold
020                      	Fort Rice
022                      	Hogan: Navajo
023                      	Landscapes
024                      	Masks: Navajo
025                      	Masks: Navajo - Sketches
026                      	Matthews, Washington
027                      	Medicine Men: Navajo
Box 2: P – Y
001                      	Portraits: Berthold Matthews
002                      	Portraits: Non-Navajo
003                      	Portraits: Navajo
004                      	Sheep, Navajo
005                      	Shrine
006                      	Stone Object - Sketch
007                      	Wagon Train
008                      	Weaving: Navajo
009                      	Weaving: Pueblo Spinner Weaver
010                      	"Wood Pile" - Photo Engraving
011                      	Yei Figure - Copy Print and Negative
012                      	Yei Figure - Sketch
013                      	Notes on Photos and Illustrations
014                      	Witherspoon, Carrie - Matthew's Wife
Series 8: Notecards
Box 1: A – H
Box 2: I – T
Box 3: T – Z, Navajo Vocabulary D – S
Box 4: Bound Navajo Vocabulary Cards A – C, E
Series 9: Microfilm
Box 1: Microfilm: Archival Copy 1 - Rolls 1-6
Box 2: Microfilm: Archival Copy 1 - Rolls 7-10
Box 3: Microfilm: Archival Copy 2 - Rolls 1-6
Box 4: Microfilm: Archival Copy 2 - Rolls 7-10
Box 5: Microfilm: Copies from Other Collections
Box 6: Microfilm: Copies from Other Collections Box 2
Box 7: Microfilm: User Copy 1 - Rolls 1-6
Box 8: Microfilm: User Copy 1 - Rolls 7-10
Box 9: Microfilm: User Copy 2 - Rolls 1-6
Box 10: Microfilm: User Copy 2 - Rolls 7-10
